THE    GREAT   TUDORS
ignored the Council and wrote to the King, reminding him
that in their last argument upon the subject she had desired
him " to take her life " rather than deny her the practice of
the religion in which she had been brought up. " Death
shall be more welcome than life with a troubled conscience,"
was the conclusion of her complete refusal to conform.
In July 1553 Edward died, and Northumberland made his
bid for power by forcing the Council to proclaim his
daughter-in-law, Jane Grey. Mary was to be lured to
London by a forged message from her already-dead brother.
She was warned while on her way, and promptly fled for
refuge to her own house of Kenninghall, in Norfolk, from
which she wrote in spirited terms to the Council, promising a
general amnesty if they proclaimed her at once. Their
reply told her in round terms that she was illegitimate, and
advised her to submit. And then Mary took a step as wise
as it was venturesome. She had no money and no armed
forces; and the Emperor, watching affairs, saw no chance
for her. But with her personal attendants, mostly women,
and the Norfolk tenants of Sir Henry Bedingfield and Sir
Henry Jerningham who had rallied to her, Mary went
straight to the fortress town of Framlingham, one of the
Howard strongholds. There she hoisted her standard, and
proclaimed herself Queen. Courageous and resourceful,
Mary announced to her subjects, " The Queen is not fled
the realm, nor intendeth to do, as is most untruly surmised."
It was a characteristic Tudor gesture, and the nation
responded, rallying to the support of the rightful heir. The
Council proclaimed Mary at Paul's Cross, deserting North-
umberland, who was arrested as a traitor. Finally, on
August 3, 1553, she entered London in triumph as Queen,
restored to the throne by the will and loyalty and affection
of the English people.
Michele, the Venetian ambassador, sent his Government
an extremely interesting account of the impression Mary
made upon her contemporaries. In appearance she was
" of short stature, well made, thin and delicate, and moder-
ately pretty." Though very short-sighted " her eyes are so
lively that she inspires reverence and respect and even fear,
wherever she turns them." " Her voice is deep, almost like
that of a man.5' ^ He considered her " endowed with great
humility and patience, but withal high-spirited, courageous,
and resolute; having during the whole course of her adver-